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As Jewish Community Action pre-

pares to celebrate its “bar mitz-

vah,” it’s a real pleasure to re-

flect on 2008. 

Promoting community reinvest-

ment in the Twin Cities 

January saw the launch of the 

Northside Community Reinvest-

ment Coalition. After meeting 

with local residents, JCA mem-

bers reviewed 5,000 mortgage 

documents to determine which 

mortgage holders were at risk of 

foreclosure. Two dozen JCA 

members and resident leaders 

then knocked on the doors of 

homeowners and renters most at 

risk of losing their homes to 

share information about help 

available to prevent foreclosure. 

After nearly five years of commu-

nity organizing as part of Equal 

Access St. Paul, Vic Rosenthal 

served on the committee to se-

lect a director of the city’s newly 

created Department of Human 

Rights and Equal Economic Op-

portunity. As part of Stops for 

Us!, JCA also successfully advo-

cated the addition of three light 

rail stops along the most transit-

dependent stretch of University 

Avenue.   

Protecting workers through 

Hekhsher Tzedek 

JCA continued to play a major 

role in this national campaign 

through local organizing efforts. 

An Intercongregational Coordi-

nating Council implemented 

strategies for engaging local 

synagogues and JCA’s Indie 

Jews. Two dozen members were 

trained for visits with local kosher 

food producers to introduce them 

to Hekhsher Tzedek. We learned 

that there is widespread national 

interest in this initiative to bring 

kosher food into compliance with 

Jewish ethical standards. 

Advancing immigrant rights 

Because of relationships devel-

oped in Postville, Iowa, after the 

2006 allegations of worker abuse 

at AgriProcessors and the subse-

quent launch of Hekhsher 

Tzedek, JCA responded vigor-

ously to the May 12, 2008, immi-

gration raid in which nearly 400 

people were arrested and 

charged with felony identity 

theft. JCA raised more than 

$26,000 for direct relief to af-

fected families and worked with 

St. Bridget’s Catholic Church and 

other allies to organize an inter-

faith service and rally. More than 

1,000 people converged in Post-

ville on July 27, demanding an 

end to raids and calling for com-

prehensive immigration reform. 

JCA also hosted a talk by Dr. Eric 

Camayd-Freixas, a professor who 

recounted his experiences as a 

lead interpreter in hearings after 

the raid, which he considers a 

grave miscarriage of justice. 

JCA’s campaign supporting per-

manent residency for thousands 

of Liberians living in the U.S. in-

cluded a staged reading of a new 

play about Liberian history, held 

at the Minneapolis Urban League 

in conjunction with the Martin 

Luther King, Jr. holiday, as well 

as the submission of resolutions 

at dozens of precinct caucuses. 

Organizing Jews of all ages and 

backgrounds 

JCA’s congregational organizing 

in the Twin Cities thrived in 

2008, expanding to Duluth’s 

Temple Israel. Indie Jews contin-

ued to host monthly Shabbat din-

ners, contributed to JCA’s issue 

campaigns, and organized the 

4th annual Jewbilee, which at-

tracted nearly 500 people; as a 

result, JCA was invited to speak 

to the Minneapolis Jewish Fed-

eration Assembly of Delegates 

about engaging unaffiliated Jew-

ish young adults in social justice. 

As part of a joint initiative of Min-

neapolis Jewish Federation, Sa-

bes JCC, Jewish Family and Chil-

dren’s Service, and Sholom Alli-

ance, JCA and Russian-speaking 

seniors celebrated Rosh HaSha-

nah and later met with legislators 

at the State Capitol, connecting 

these immigrants with the local 

Jewish community and support-

ing their civic engagement. 

The Jewish Youth Organizing 

Leadership Team, or JYOLT, at-

tracted high school students from 

a half-dozen local congregations 

for a fall Shabbaton about social 

justice and year-long learning 

about community organizing 

within a Jewish context. 

Repairing the world 

All of these accomplishments 

were made possible by the dedi-

cated members, leaders, and 

staff of Jewish Community Ac-

tion, along with our key partners 

and allies. 2009 promises to be 

another year with real opportuni-

ties for change, as well as chal-

lenges. The Obama administra-

tion has already, for instance, 

been examining the use of work-

place immigration raids and has 

extended Liberians’ temporary 

protected status; we remain 

committed to working for com-

prehensive immigration reform 

and a path to permanent resi-

dency for Liberians. Economic 

turmoil only underscores the im-

portance of investing resources 

wisely to promote justice. 
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Woessner* 
Debby & Robert Wolk 

Helen & Leo Wolk 

Jodi Wolk 

Joseph Wolkowicz 

Ann & Dale Woodbeck 
Sheri Salloway Yarosh & 

Scott Yarosh 

Dan Yavner 

Susan Phipps-Yonas & 
Albert Yonas 

Mary LeSourd & Rosanne 

Zaidenweber 

Brian Zaidman 
Lynn & Ron Zamansky 

David Zarkin 

Beth Zemsky 

Shirley Zimmerman 

Deborah Olkon & Michael 
Zis 

Gayle & Burt Zis 

Lisa Pogoff & Jeff Zucker-

man 
Phil Oxman & Harvey Zuck-

man 

Alexandra Zvonova 

Sharon Zweigbaum 
 

*indicates major donor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(*JCA used operating surplus from 2007 to meet operating deficit in 2008.) 

Jewish Community Action Financial Summary 2008 (1/1/2008-12/31/2008) 



Abraham and Sarah Eiser Foundation 

Adath Jeshurun Congregation 

Adath Jeshurun Congregation Hesed   

Committee 

AFSCME Council 5 

Albert and Anne Mansfield Foundation 

Alliance for Metropolitan Stability 

Ameriprise Financial employee gift match 

Array Financial Services 

Baldinger Bakery 

Baratz Family Foundation 

Barbra and Ellie Wiener Fund of  

Headwaters Foundation for Justice 

Bernstein Global Wealth Management 

Bet Shalom Congregation 

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Minnesota em-

ployee gift match 

Bonnabeau Salyers Stites Doe Andresen 

Bush Foundation 

Candy and David Gray Fund of The Saint 

Paul Foundation 

Catholic Charities of St. Paul and Minnea-

polis 

Citizens for Simon 

Cohen Volunteer Committee 

CommonBond Communities 

CommonRoots Café 

Community Shares of Minnesota 

Crossroads Deli 

David and Mary Ann Wark Fund 

Davis and Goldfarb, PLLC 

Debra and Gil Mann Family Fund of Jew-

ish Community Foundation, Minneapolis 

Jewish Federation 

Dorfman for County Commissioner 

Doroshow Fund of United Jewish Fund 

and Council 

F.B. Heron Foundation 

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund/Jerome Ing-

ber and Judith Brin Ingber 

Focal Point Financial 

Four Firkins 

Frederick and Rosen 

Fredrikson & Byron P.A. 

Gail Dorfman for County Commissioner 

General Mills Foundation 

Grassroots Solutions 

Greater Twin Cities United Way workplace 

giving 

Heilicher Family Foundation 

Hodroff-Epstein Memorial Chapels 

Hornstein Volunteer Committee 

Immigrant Law Center of Minnesota 

ISAIAH 

Ismist Recordings, Inc. 

James Ford Bell Foundation 

Jewish Council on Urban Affairs 

Jewish Family and Children's Service, 

Minneapolis 

Jewish Family Service, St. Paul 

Kaplan Family Foundation 

Keith Ellison for Congress 

Key's Café 

Klein Family Foundation 

Kuller Family Fund of The Minneapolis 

Foundation 

Lerner Foundation 

Lubar Family Foundation 

Lyle and Janice Berman Foundation 

Mansfield Tanick and Cohen, P.A. 

Mark and Charlie's Gay Lesbian Fund for 

Moral Values of The Minneapolis Founda-

tion 

Mark and Pam Margolis Fund of The Saint 

Paul Foundation 

Martin and Esther Capp Fund of The Saint 

Paul Foundation 

Maslon, Edelman, Borman, and Brand, 

L.L.P. 

Mazon: A Jewish Response to Hunger 

Milbern Clothing Company 

Minneapolis Jewish Federation 

Minnesota AFL-CIO 

Minnesota Campus Compact 

Minnesota Jewish Media/American Jewish 

World 

Mount Zion Temple 

Nathan Cummings Foundation 

Otogawa-Anschel 

Paper Depot 

Rainbow Research 

Real Estate Professionals 

Richard and Rossy Shaller Family Founda-

tion 

Robert and Robert Aronson Donor Ad-

vised Fund of American Endowment 

Foundation 

Sabes Jewish Community Center 

Samuel and Edythe J. Pivar Family Fund 

of Jewish Communal Fund, New York 

 

Samuel and Sylvia Kaplan Fund of The 

Minneapolis Foundation 

Sandy Pappas for Senate 

Schechter Dokken Kanter 

SEIU Minnesota State Council 

Seymour and Susan Mansfield Family 

Fund of The Minneapolis Foundation 

Shir Tikvah Congregation 

Squeegee Squad: Gen and Joe's Window 

Cleaning 

St. Paul Jewish Community Center 

Stephen and Lusia Hornstein Family Fund 

of The Greater Cincinnati Foundation 

Still Ain't Satisfied: A Foundation with 

Attitude 

Stonebridge Companies 

Sunrise Community Banks - Franklin 

Bank, Park Midway Bank, University Bank 

Tag Team Film and Video, Inc. 

Talmud Torah of Minneapolis 

Temple Israel (Duluth) 

Temple Israel (Minneapolis) 

Temple Israel Sisterhood (Minneapolis) 

Temple of Aaron 

The Databank 

The Jay and Rose Phillips Family Founda-

tion 

The McKnight Foundation 

The Minneapolis Foundation 

The Sherman Fund 

Toy World 

Travelers Foundation 

Triangle Park Creative 

Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity 

UNITE HERE! Local 17 

United Synagogue of Conservative Juda-

ism 

Volunteers for Dibble Campaign 

Volunteers for Pat Harris Campaign 

Wells Fargo employee gift match 

Wellstone Action 

Wendy and Colin Smith Family Fund of 

Jewish Community Foundation, Minnea-

polis Jewish Federation 

Western Bank 

Woessner Freeman Donor Advised Fund 

of American Endowment Foundation 

 

             JCA is a member of  

Jewish Community Action thanks 
these foundations, corporations, congregations, and allies 

for their generosity during 2008. 


