
January 27, 2008

Dear Senator,

Today, at the event at the Minneapolis Urban League honoring the Liberian Community, I came together with people from diverse religious and immigrant communities to learn about the history of Liberia. We listened to a panel of community leaders discuss the importance of building strong relationships among diverse communities to take action in support of immigrant communities seeking permanent legal status in the United States.

More than 200,000 Liberians fled their homeland in West Africa to escape one of the bloodiest civil conflicts in recent history. An estimated 20,000 Liberians now make Minnesota their home. Liberian refugees are valued members of Minnesota communities, but many Liberians living lawfully in Minnesota and across the United States are in danger of being deported to Liberia when their temporary status, “deferred enforced departure,” ends. Liberians were recently granted an additional 18 months of temporary status, but such status will expire on March 31, 2009. A cloud of uncertainty hangs over the Liberian community and other immigrant communities who have not yet been granted permanent residence in the United States.

In the House, Representatives Kennedy (Rhode Island) and Ellison (Minnesota) introduced the “Liberian Refugee Immigration Protection Act” (HR 1941) on April 19, 2007.  HR 1941 would allow some Liberians currently in the United States under Temporary Protected Status, to adjust their status to that of an alien lawfully admitted for permanent residence.  Senator Jack Reed of Rhode Island reintroduced the “Liberian Refugee Immigration Fairness Act” (S. 656) on the Senate floor on February 16, 2007. Currently, Liberians in the United States under deferred enforced departure will need to leave the country by March 31, 2009, or they will be considered here illegally. It is critical that you support legislation granting permanent status to Liberians for these reasons:

1) Failure to pass legislation will result in the break up of families.

2) If thousands of Liberians are forced to leave their jobs, abandon their businesses or sell their homes, the cost to Minnesota communities will be grave.

3) The deportation of thousands of Liberians will overwhelm their homeland, a country that is struggling to recover from decades of civil crisis.

I urge you to take immediate action to ensure that Liberians are granted permanent resident status by becoming a champion of S. 656.

Sincerely,

