These parshiot in B’reisheet establish our lineage, our community and our purpose.  These are the compelling stories we remember from our earliest years, both, I think, because we remember stories better than we remember lists of laws, but also because without these stories there would be no context to the laws, and even to our lives.  In this week’s Parasha, Jacob wrestles with God.  This is not the first God Wrestling we see in the story.  Certainly Abraham does his share of wrestling as well.  Each generation of our patriarchs wrestles and with each generation God makes the covenant anew.  Each patriarch gets his own blessing, his own brit, with God.  It is after his bout with God that Jacob gets his new name, Yisrael-God Wrestler, the name that we as a people inherit.  
God has gone to an awful lot of trouble to establish this relationship with the individuals and the people.  The whole project seems quite important.  From this text we come to understand that God must have needed us as a committed community in order to do the work that is outlined in the ensuing books of Torah, the work of perfecting creation.  Why a committed community? Why not just good individuals?  It seems to me that humans can’t sustain important work alone.  We need each other for inspiration, for criticism, for perspective, for incentive, for comfort, for love.  In each generation we need to wrestle with God.  We get complacent or we become paralyzed by the gravity of our situation.  We need our texts to remind us of our mission, our brit, of the tasks that have been set before us; we need to wrestle to focus us on our commitments, and we need our community to push and pull us forward. 
At this moment in time the work is inescapable.  For those of us who can withdraw from the pressing need all around us, the temptation is great.  Then in a moment of God wrestling, we realize that we cannot withdraw from our task.  What of our obligation to our children and grandchildren and their children and grandchildren?  What about the world we need to give them?   How do we do our job to love the God that is in each of us?  How do we transmit the knowledge that each person is a holy vessel holding blessing and each person is able and obligated to transmit blessing to the world? 
The Tzedek Institute has brought us together as a community of Jews, all God wrestlers in our own way, to engage in this holy work of making the world better.  It is important that we, Jews from many different congregations and from no congregation, come together to do this work.  Back in my TCJMS days we used to invite rabbis to teach the students and faculty.  One rabbi told a story to our middle school students and those of us on the faculty when they were learning to wear tfillin.  He said that the shel rosh is in four separate compartments because as individuals and as Jews our thoughts diverge.  However, the shel yad has only one compartment because even though our thinking diverges, our hands must work together as one to do our task of making the world better.  Alone we can do nothing.  Alone we are not persuasive.  Alone we have no strength, no will, no ability to stay with the task. We get discouraged because our power is limited; change is incremental; progress is slow.   We must always remind each other of the work to be done.  We must share a vision of how to do it and push each other to stay committed, encourage each other to carry on, to love each other enough to keep us all involved, to build ever enlarging circle of people whom we bring into the work and into our lives of shared engagement.  This is why God worked so hard to build this people, made this covenant with each generation, gave us the mission, the rules to live by.  Why else?
In teaching us how to act to make the world better, the excellent JCA staff, Vic and Melissa and Lauren really only needed to reach within this story of ours, this story which we gave to the world.  
Our task in the Tzedek Institute is to build a community of Jews who is committed to remembering the laws given us as part of our brit and to work to make those laws functional in our world.  We are beginning to do this by having one on one conversations with members of our respective communities, , in other words, getting to know the people we daven with, to find what shaped them, what drives them, what scares them or makes them angry enough to focus them.  Rabbis might want to help us think about whom we need to contact from the beginning-which people the work needs and which people need the work.   In the world of organizing, this might be called building capacity and infrastructure.  With JCA as our partner, we can also collaborate with other synagogues and churches or mosques in our neighborhood. It is also useful to find out what national groups we can partner with, like the National Coalition for the Homeless or Mazon.  Within our group we need to begin to research the issues we are working on so among the leaders of the group at least, each aspect of the issue has an expert to speak about it and to teach the rest of the group about it. It is our hope that as we enlarge the working group we can find enough common ground to select action issues that touch us and seek out partners to work with us in our action.  

Inspiration to stay comes from meeting small goals, winning small victories, making small change and then assessing and moving on to another campaign, another piece of repair. These are the immediate political gains that drive us forward.  It would be lovely if the world immediately looked better because of our work, if one grand sweep would change everything for the better.  No one of us, however, likely has a long enough time for our work to see sweeping change.  We need to be gratified by pieces of progress, by the constant creation, day by day, like creation itself, of creating the building blocks and inspiring the builders of better world.  That is why, even as we push legislation, elect better leaders, create methods to keep pressure on the power brokers, speak truth to power, as we used to say, it is also critical that we continue to build the community.  We need to constantly teach the texts and teach the skills to pursue the goals of those texts in the real world.  We need to teach children and their parents and teach parents to teach their children and children to teach their parents.  We need to invite people in, welcome them  to this empowered and loving world of purpose and joy.  We need to help them to be actors in the drama of making the world better.  
We are told that it is not on us to complete the task but we are not free people to desist from beginning…However, if we don’t educate our successors, both in the mandates we take from our texts and in the skills of organizing, no one will carry on.  

Unless we continuously examine our goals, revisit the picture of what we want the world to look like, we may not get a transformed world.  It is easy for humans to lapse into old ways.   At every juncture, it is critical to look back into our texts to remember what our collective understanding of a just world is.  Are we being true to this vision both in our goals and in our conduct working toward these goals?  It is easy to allow even good work to be driven and perverted by our yetzer harah, by greed, insecurity, anger or lust for unilateral power.  Are we connecting to our real values and commitments?  How can we influence the debate on the streets, in the press, in the halls of congress for good? How can we avoid  sinking into  pettiness and getting stuck in short term self- interest? 
Our human needs for belonging and for transcendence, for being a part of something larger than our selves, something that has deeper roots and survives beyond our own fragile bodies are answered here in these parshiot, in the God wrestling and the brit that God makes with each generation and each individual.  Our task is to make the commitment, to engage.

